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Jr., and Arthur and Fernando
Wessell, sons of the founder,
as junior partners. 

Among the  o ld - t ime
hammer coverers, John 
Frederick Schmidt stood 
in the front rank during 
the period of his activity. Born
at Marburg, Germany, in
1823, he learned the trade of
cabinet-making. He went 
in partnership with Peter
DeWitt Lydecker in 1864,
succeeding Ole Syverson,
who had founded the business
in 1856. In 1877 Lydecker
retired, and Schmidt continued until 1886, when ill health 
compelled him to seek the quietude of private life. His firm 
has ever enjoyed an enviable reputation for excellent 
workmanship in hammer making. He died on September 26,
1906. His son, David H. Schmidt, is carrying on the business as
a corporation with marked ability and success.

Charles Pfriemer is another
Steinway graduate who made
his mark.

Born in 1842, under the
shadow of the romantic old
castle Hohenzollern, where
the forefathers of the Emperor
of Germany dwelt, Pfriemer
performed his duty as a 
soldier during the Austro-
Prussian War and came to
America in the latter part of
1866.

A cabinetmaker by trade,
he learned hammer making 
in Steinway’s shop, and later
on assumed charge of the hammer department in Albert Weber’s
factory. In 1874 he started in business on his own account, and
was among the first to use iron hammer-covering machines.
Achieving an enviable reputation for making a peculiarly 
pear-shaped hammer, Pfriemer built up a large and lucrative
business. He died in 1908. The business is carried on by his 
two sons.

John Frederick Schmidt Charles Pfriemer
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Northern Hospitality

One of the best complimentary
remarks came from a couple of 
AMICANs leaving early Sunday 3 July
from the Marriot in Minneapolis. They
were impressed with the variety of 
activities and the general good spirit of
the whole convention and were sorry to
miss the continued activities of Sunday
afternoon home visits. Of course I was
very pleased to hear the positive remarks.

Eighteen months ago our small 
Northern Lights Chapter of AMICA
questioned how we would put a 
convention together and be successful.
Our convention committee of twelve
somehow made it through monthly and
then weekly meetings and we are still

friends. I still can remember that bitter
cold January third 4:00 am meeting in the
St. Paul Como Park offices to reserve a
pavilion for six months later. Anyone
who has been on an AMICA convention
planning committee must know of what
lengths one must go for success.

Realizing we did not have one or two
vast collections to visit, our committee
decided to capitalize on all the assets 
of the twin city area and present those
activities to make a convention fun and
interesting. Both Minneapolis and St.
Paul have desirable places of historical
significance and we chose those places of
greatest appeal. On Wednesday afternoon
43 people took a guided bus tour of both
Minneapolis & St. Paul. It proved to me
how much I take for granted and found
how much I truly enjoyed the tour myself
as host for the afternoon. 

Our basic plan was to spend one day
in each city. The logo theme was 
the Minneapolis Foshay Tower, so on
Thursday the first tour started with a 
trip to the tower observation deck. 

Then groups embarked on one of the old
Minneapolis city transit busses for a visit
to the flour milling district living history
mills. A guided history of the building,
complete with a panorama, while sitting
on an elevator. 

The afternoon offering was a trip 
to a restored neighborhood theater 
and newly installed theater organ. Live
entertainment was presented by Miss
Jane’s Parlour. Thursday evening 
highlight was the pumper contest. All
entrants were excellent, but first award
went to “Mr. Alex.”

Friday was a full day of activities.
Three tours were arranged and executed
in a schedule that included the Pavek
Museum of Radio History, the wonderful
collection of reproducing pianos and
beautiful home of Ronnie Olsen. For the
nature lovers the tour included a drive
around the lakes area, Minnehaha Falls
and Rose Gardens.

Then on to the city of two
domes…Minnesota State Capital and 
the Cathedral of St. Paul. However, 
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AMICANs always travel best on their
stomachs, so a picnic in one of St. Paul’s
crown jewels, Como Park. While 
enjoying a picnic the strains of the 
Wurlitzer band organ could be heard
from the restored 90 year old Cafesjains
Carousel. Most AMICANs hopped on 
for a grand ride. The Marjory McNeely
Conservatory afforded a splendid array of
flora and fauna in its 19th century glass
building including the newly opened
addition.

For those inclined to railroads and
railway history, the Minnesota Museum
of Transportation was the place to be.
Restoration of steam locomotives and
ancient railway passenger cars were all
present for inspection.

With railways the afternoon theme,
the tour entered the grand mansion of
James J. Hill, founder-builder of the
Great Northern Railway. This was the
time to relax and explore this great house
of Summit Avenue. The dinner of true
Scandinavian fare was served for all to
savor. The evening event was a short
walk through the gardens to DOVE
HILL, which was the home of Louis B.

Hill, son of James J. Hill. The home is
now the private residence of Richard and
Nancy Nicholson. A concert on the 
ballroom Aeolian pipe organ was 
presented by Phillip Baird & David
Mertesdorf. The concert consisted of
classics, show tunes and ended with Stars
and Stripes by Sousa. Our host, Nancy
Nicholson, conducted house tours and
then dessert was served on the terrace
while fireworks were displayed from the
Taste of Minnesota. Thus ended a long
day and groups boarded their busses for 
a trip back to Minneapolis and much
needed rest.

Saturday was devoted to some 
excellent seminars on very good topics.
Those leaders are to be congratulated for
their presentations. Then of course, the
real highlight and of any convention is to
cavort around the MART and see what
everybody else is willing to stuff into
bags and drag home. Not wanting to be
undone, I was fortunate to find some
great Welte reproducing piano rolls. After
the Mart one and all needed refreshment
and time to do whatever one does to look
splendid for the evening gala.

After plenty of time for personality
adjustment refreshment, the grand 
banquet was underway accompanied by a
quality dance band and vocalist.

Sunday breakfast included updates on
AMICA business and presentations of the
Chicago 2006 convention and Germany
2007 convention. Sunday afternoon was
devoted to open houses. I must relate, as
one who had an open house, I was very
pleased with the number of guests who
attended and it gave further opportunity
to make lasting friendships.

Our Northern Lights AMICA chapter
was truly pleased to present the 2005
AMICA convention. We wanted to 
present a variety of events and display
our northern hospitality. We sincerely
thank all who came to Minneapolis and
are pleased with all the positive remarks.
We sincerely hope one and all enjoyed
their stay with us. For those first time
visitors, you now know we are not
always frozen up here.

Phillip L. Baird, President
Northern Lights Chapter
St. Paul, MN
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Ladies at Cross Stitch

Don Barton presiding at convetion Don Barton & Mel Septon

Marriott Banner
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Dorothy Olds
AMICA Banner
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Dorothy Olds in stitches

Bob Anderson, Don Johnson, Bennett Leedy

Hospitality Room

Dick Kroeckel giving impromptu concert

Bill Chapman

The White Elephant

Don Barton checking 
things out

Paul Watkins & Bill Chapman and snacks
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Palmer Mai 

Alex Thompson, Ron Connor, Mike Walters

Ed Copeland, Dorothy Olds, Don Jones

Bode Bode

Hospitality Time

Mary Ellen and Ron Connor

John Motto-Ros

Bennett Leedy

Galen Bird

Alex Thompson testing pumping

Karl Eihlers

PAVEK
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OF
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HISTORY
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Marjory McNelly Conservatory

Barbara Hartwell, Halie and Carl Dodrill at the 
Como Park Conservatory
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Yousuf Wilson, Tom Bode

Kathy Stone,  Liz Barnhart, Dorothy Olds

Alex Thompson and Cecil Grace
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Mel Septon, Paul Watkins, Kiven Lukes

Group
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Paul Watkins, Jason Beyer
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Ed Copland demonstrator of Dove Hill Organ

AMICAns enjoying organ concert

Gallery Organ
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Jackson Street Roundhouse
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Packard 
Peacock

Nancy Nicholson, owner of 
Dove Hill House

Phillip and David, performers

Karl Eilers at the Height’s organ

HEIGHTS 
THEATRE
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Alex Thompson
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Alex Thompson
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High atop the Foshay Tower, Linda
and Galen Bird check out the view

from the observation deck
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Ed Coplund workshop
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St. Paul Cathedral

Minnehaha Falls, Minneapolis

Don Jones, Tim Wheat, Jerrillyn Boehland
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Mike & Liz Barnhart

John Motto-Ros

Terry Smythe workshop
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Mike Walter

John Motto-Ros, Art Reblitz

Jerrilyn Boehland, Don Jones, Don Barton, Howie O’Neill

Art Reblitz, Bennett Leedy

Durrell Armstrong of the Player Piano Co.

Halie Dodrill, Kurt Morrison, Ron Babb

Phillip Baird, Paul Watkins

Dorothy Olds, Ruth Fell, Barb Watkins, Paul Watkins

Kathryn Dumas, Bob Dumas, Faye Cressman
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Dennis Dahlman, Phillip Baird, Ron Olsen, 
Dick Kroeckel, Art Reblitz

Bob Dumas, Kathryn Dumas, Tim Wheat

Charlene & Norbert Torer

Dan Brown, Bob Rosencrans, Bill Chapman, Denny Dahlman

Jerrilyn Boehland, Tim Wheat, Cecil & Boo Grace

Murray Willyard, Dick Koreckel, Bill Chapman, Ron Olsen
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