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Texas Chapter
Reporter, Photos, and President: Bob Stewart

Secretary: Jim Quashnock

The December 3, 2022 meeting was attended 
with 10 AMICA members and 9 guests.  As peo-

ple gathered, they were greeted with a table full 
of nice treats and were free to wander about and 
view the various instruments.  The meeting was 
called to order by Bob Stewart at 1:30. Being our 
year-end meeting, election of officers for next year 
was the first order of business. All current officers 
offered to continue in their positions unless there 
were nominations from the floor.  There being 
none, all present unanimously agreed to accept 
the current officers to serve another term.  Under 
old business, the recommendation by Treasurer 
Jim Quashnock to reduce local dues to $5 was dis-
cussed. This recommendation was made since our 
local chapter expenses are minimal, pretty much 
reduced to paying for postage.  All present agreed, 
and the recommendation was passed unanimous-
ly.  

Many recut Ampico rolls were given to us by Jan-
et Tonnesen.  These were cut by her and Richard 
years ago.  Her wish was that these go to AMICA 
members, free.  Both style A and B rolls were in 
the box, with most needing the leaders complet-
ed and labels added.  A few rolls were taken by 
members.  The remaining rolls will be sent to the 
Heart of America Chapter for distribution to any 
members there. Wade Newton reported that three 
meetings have already been lined up for next year.  
Tentative meetings are: Bill McKeown in February/
March, the Stewarts in April, and the Newtons in 
October.  The year-end meeting is still open.   Jim 
gave a Treasurer's report.  Bank balance is $2,316 
and there are currently 36 members (families).  Ex-
penses for the year were $35 for postage.

After the meeting, host Ron Bennett started his 
presentation with a brief history of automated mu-
sical instruments.  We then listened to the See-
burg KT, an original 1924 instrument.  Next, he 
discussed the work he did to convert some older 
barrel instruments into O-roll and M-roll orchestra-
tions.  The O-roll instrument also includes a Ham-
mond organ.  Both instruments were played.  Our 
attention was now directed to the rare Cremona 
M3 Photoplayer. This player came from Perry,  OK.  
Due to excessive termite damage, it took almost 
25 years to complete the restoration.  Several 
tunes were then played for us.  

Danny Brooks, a guest of Ron’s and owner of Voce 
Instruments, explained Hauptwerk virtual organs.  
With the speed and memory available on today's 
computers, virtual organs differ from earlier “sam-
pled” instruments, in that every pipe of the organ 
is sampled: its attack, playing, and decay.  This 
data is then stored in the computer and faithfully 
reproduced when called upon from the organ con-
sole, giving a very realistic pipe organ sound.  A 
MIDI playback was then demonstrated on the vir-
tual three-manual theater organ.  

We were then treated to a short silent movie “The 
Boat” featuring Buster Keaton.  Bill Flynt played 
the photoplayer during the movie.   A second short 
film, featuring Harold Lloyd, was then shown, once 
again with Bill on the photoplayer.  This film was 
essentially short clips of Harold Lloyd from numer-
ous films showing the many stunts, sometimes 
dangerous, that he performed.  

Once the presentation was over, all were invited to 
look at the instruments and, if so inspired, play the 
photoplayer or theater organ. 

Group 
Photo



Barrel organ converted to play “O” rolls, with Hammond 
organ

Father and son 1924 Seeburg KT

Ron Bennett, our host

Rare Cremona M3 Photoplayer
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Let it Snow! Let it Snow! Let it Snow!

…is a song not too many folks in Western New 
York were singing in November and Decem-

ber.  A record-breaking Snowvember snowstorm 
dumped 80 inches of snow on the Buffalo south-
towns of Hamburg and Orchard Park, NY between 
November 17th and 20th.  A December snowstorm 
on Christmas weekend dumped another 4 feet of 
snow on the area.  Both storms prompted driving 
bans and road closures, including the western 
section of the New York State Thruway.  Fortu-
nately for SOWNY Chapter AMICANS, our Decem-
ber meeting and holiday gathering took place on 
a quiet weekend between these newsworthy at-
mospheric happenings.  On December 10th, the 
Lancaster, NY residence of Mike and Holly Walter 
showed no signs of the 43 inches of snow which 
they received three weeks before. 
 
Gathering for our first holiday visit since the out-
break of COVID-19, our joyful spirit was tempered 
by the recent loss of member Shirley Roat, who 
passed on November 26th after a two-and-a-half-
year battle with cancer.  In addition to serving as 
our SOWNY Chapter Secretary since 2010, Shirley 
volunteered at the Macedon, NY Food Pantry af-
ter retiring as a BOCES Speech Pathologist.  Our 
sincere condolences to Chapter President Glenn 
Roat, Shirley’s husband of 37 years.

 

Home for the Holidays
Although Glenn was understandably absent from 
our gathering, nineteen members traveled from 
near (Lancaster, NY) and far (Tallmadge, OH, thank
you Christy Counterman!) to share and enjoy friend-
ship, food and fun at the festive innards of the Wal-
ter residence.  Holiday decorations throughout the 
house were accompanied by Christmas and winter 
music loaded on the reproducing pianos, coin pi-
anos and juke boxes.  Even the bathroom offered 
holiday cheer with a wise-cracking reindeer greet-
ing unsuspecting guests (me!) with playful banter.  

“Would you like some help with your Christmas 
shopping?  I see you are a little behind.”  “There's 
no place like the throne for the holidays.”  “On clear 
nights it's easy to see the moon, and in here, I see 
plenty of moon.  Yikes!”

Plenty of banter filled the other rooms as well, as 
guests arrived, giving Ron Struzik and me, newbie 
chapter members, an opportunity to get to know 
some of our new friends.  Choosing between en-
gaging conversations and holiday music on the 
instruments made for some challenging decisions. 
 
Prior to dinner, our chapter meeting was called 
to order and led by Chapter V.P. Larry Weingart-
ner, in Chapter President Glenn’s absence.  Shirley 
Neeper kindly took the meeting minutes.  Con-
gratulations were offered to our co-host Mike 
Walter, recently elected as AMICA Int’l President.  
After addressing chapter and AMICA Interna-
tional dues and future convention locations and  

Larry Weingartner (center) leads business meeting while Shirley Neeper 
records meeting minutes

 SOWNY Chapter Report
Reporter and Photos: Tim Wagner (except where noted)

President: Glenn Roat 



dates (2023 thru 2026), we discussed the possi-
bility of hosting a future AMICA convention.  Ask-
ing some great questions regarding the process, 
Christine Hawrylczak was volunteered to lead a 
committee to explore the possibility.  While plan-
ning a potential convention five years down the 
road sounds ideal, the reality of the age and health 
of members and the future status of private collec-
tions complicates the equation.  Turning to a closer 
future, we talked about possible chapter road trips 
which have lapsed thanks to the nasty pandemic.  
I agreed to share location information with Paula 
Mackowiak for several possible destinations (note 
to self: don’t forget to do this!).

Under new business, the chapter voted to make a 
financial donation to the Macedon Public Library 
for the purchase of children’s books, in memory of 
Shirley Roat.  In addition to Shirley’s work with the 
Macedon Food Pantry, she was an active member 
of the Friends of the Macedon Public Library, serv-
ing on the Executive Board, running the Fundrais-
ing Committee, participating on the Grant Commit-
tee, and working many book sales and barbeques.

Two members had joyful personal news to share 
with us.  Holly Walter, who has been a member 
of the Ladies of Charity since 2008 and a board 
member since 2017, was elected as President of 
the National Board of Directors, serving from 2023
to 2025.  Dan Hawrylczak shared plans that he has 
for opening a brewery in North Buffalo.  To help 

promote awareness of, and interest in automatic 
music, Dan would like to have a player piano on the 
premises for folks to enjoy.  Great idea! This was 
music to my ears, as I think about how many of us 
were captivated by automatic music by hearing it 
at a public venue.  Anyone have a player piano to 
donate to Dan to help make his vision a reality?  
He’s listed in the 2020 AMICA Directory; give him 
a call!

Speaking of a player piano in a public location, one 
of our members suggested the idea of placing a 
player piano within a location on the Erie County 
fairgrounds for the duration of the annual 10-day 
fair (which used to be America’s largest county 
fair).  Another great idea!  Now all we need is a 
contact person, a location, a player piano and rolls 
to borrow, a means to move them and (hopeful-
ly) tune the piano, and members to volunteer for 
time slots to monitor the piano and assist pumpers.   
The devil is in the details.   We thought it would be 
a good chapter activity to support and time will tell 
if this idea becomes reality.

SOWNY Chapter Officers for 2023 include:
• Glenn Roat – President
• Vacant – Vice President
• Larry Weingartner – Secretary
• Holly Walter – Treasurer
• Tim Wagner - Reporter/Photographer 
• Glenn Roat – Board representative

Jane Marone loves the keyboard salt & pepper shakersHosts Mike and Holly Walter.  Aren’t 
they cute?
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Do You Hear What I Hear?
Not Jingle Bells or Silver Bells, but the dinner bell!  
With the business meeting concluded, it was time 
to get down to the business of dinner!  Baked Ham, 
Roasted Potatoes and Goulash joined a variety of 
tasty side dishes and delicious desserts brought 
by members.  I enjoyed sharing a table with Christy 
and LeRoy, dining in the subterranean speakeasy 
where the glow of jukeboxes was complemented 
by the warmth of their music which serenaded our 
repast.  Delightful!  Members also had the “pick of 
the litter” down here from several boxes chock full 
of 88-note piano rolls, free for the taking; a buffet 
of piano rolls, rather than dinner rolls. 

Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree
With appetites satisfied, we gathered near the 
Christmas tree to admire the wrapped gifts on dis-
play for the chapters’ traditional gift exchange.  I 
soon learned that this new-to-me activity has 
rules.  Who knew?

• Any member who wishes to participate brings 
a wrapped gift (preferably musically oriented).

• Members then pick numbers randomly from a 
hat (equaling the number of gifts).

• The person who has #1 chooses a gift, unwraps 
it and shows it to all.

• The person with #2 has the option of selecting 
a wrapped gift and unwrapping it or taking the 
gift that person #1 chose.  If the latter occurs, 
then person #1 chooses another gift and un-
wraps it for all to see.  They cannot immediate-
ly take their "just-lost" gift back.

• This merriment continues until all the gifts have 
been opened.  

• Now here comes the fine print of this transac-
tional event:  If a person loses a second gift as 
the result of a "theft", that person may then re-
claim their previous gift which had been stolen 
earlier.  Furthermore, once a person has had a 
gift in their possession for three times, it can 
no longer be "stolen".  Got it?

As you might expect, this gift exchange was much 
fun and proved profitable for some witty verbal ex-
change as well!  A couple of six packs (not those 
six packs!) of QRS Christmas Roll sets were very 
much appreciated, as well as a treasured 1928 

AMPICO “A Christmas Eve Fantasy Greetings” pi-
ano roll.  Christine Cardinal chose the most cov-
eted gift of the evening, a piano playing snowman 
automaton, which was subsequently coveted and 

“stolen” by Holly Walter, then Dan Hawrylczak, then 
Alan Mueller, the lucky and final new owner.  Much 
fun was certainly had by all!

Here We Come a-Caroling
But wait, there’s more!  Tiny Tim Wagner (that’s 
me) brought Finster Baby, my 20-note Austri-
an-built bauchorgel to the gathering in order to 
lead a sing-along.  With lyric sheets passed out, I 
introduced the first song with the following, “What 
do you get when a public relations gent gets to-
gether with an advertising writer?  Well, if the two 
folks happen to be Joseph Beal and James Boothe, 
then you end up with “Jingle Bell Rock”!  And while 
some of us may not think of "Jingle Bell Rock" as 
such an oldie, it was written 65 years ago in 1957!”  
Though Finster Baby and I were located just be-
yond a doorway from the “choir” in an adjacent 
room, I was impressed by their ensemble sound 
and enthusiasm.

I introduced the second song with, “Written by 
Johnny Marks in 1962, the year after I was born, 
"A Holly Jolly Christmas" was most famously per-
formed by Burl Ives.  The song was featured in 
the 1964 televised Christmas special, Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer, with Burl Ives also voicing 
the narrator, Sam the Snowman.”  

Cuddly guests enjoying seasonal tunes
Christy Counterman and Ron Struzik (with six 
pack) bookend Tom Cardinal and his new roll

Christine Cardinal, Dan Hawrylczak and Holly Walter 
enjoyed brief ownership of Alan Mueller’s piano playing 
snowman gift 



My final song introduction included the following 
information: “76 years ago in Woodbury, CT, during 
a July 1946 heat wave, Mr. Leroy Anderson, one 
of the most prolific composers of American pop-
ular music, became inspired to compose the next 
song in our program while digging trenches by 
his mother-in-law’s cottage to locate some pipes 
coming from an underground spring.  He didn’t fin-
ish the song till February 1948, when he was living 
in Brooklyn.  This is a winter song that is typically 
associated with Christmas, though the lyrics nev-
er mention any holiday or religion.  In fact, “Sleigh 
Ride” was originally written as an instrumental 
piece.  Lyrics by Mitchell Parish weren’t added un-
til 1950, after the song’s debut recording by Arthur 
Fiedler and the Boston Pops Orchestra.  Accord-
ing to Leroy Anderson’s biographer, this song has 
been performed and recorded by a wider array of 
musical artists than any other piece in the history 
of Western music.”

Having the opportunity to participate in a Christ-
mas sing-along with friends and mechanical music 
is my idea of holiday fun, and I was impressed with 
the voice talent and spirit shared by our members.  
Much thanks and gratitude to hosts Mike and Holly 
Walter for opening their lovely home for our gath-
ering and sharing their gift of gracious hospitality 
with all of us!

O Tannenbaum! Master Carver Mike Walter at work

Tim Wagner and Finster Baby (Christy 
Counterman photo)

Dan Hawrylczak’s prize “new” roll.  
Dan Hawrylczak photo

John Marone raises his new mug
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Pacific Can-Am Chapter Report
Reporter: Michael Metcalfe

President: Rob Reid

On November 6, 2022, the Pacific Can-AM chap-
ter of AMICA had a meeting and get-together 

at the lovely West Seattle home of John Ochs and 
Pamela Bradburn. It was the biggest turnout since 
the pandemic started. A total of 19 in attendance.
John Ochs is the Music Director at The Puget Sound 
Traditional Jazz Society. Among other things, the 
Jazz Society puts on a monthly concert hosting lo-
cal and other traditional jazz bands.

John’s collection is a little bit of everything. There 
are two player pianos. A 1926 Steinway Duo-Art 
XR piano with Early Sheraton art case and a 1931 
Chickering parlor grand with an Ampico B player. 
There’s a 1929 Capehart Orchestrope model 28-G 
juke box that plays 28 records on both sides. Also, 
a couple of 1925-26 Victor phonographs – a Victor 
Eight-Thirty Credenza model Orthophonic Victrola 
and a Borgia ll (Nine-Two) Electrola Radiola Phono-
graph with a single electrically operated turntable 
and two separate tone arms, one with an electric 
pick-up and the other with an acoustic reproducer.

 

It was a great turnout. Our hostess Pamela Bradburn is near the center of the photo

Our host:  John Ochs

Rob Reid leads the business meeting
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John is demonstrating the Duo-Art

The Borgia ll (Nine-Two) Electrola Radiola phonograph. It works well considering its age

54      AMICA BULLETIN  MARCH/APRIL 2023



1926 Steinway Duo-Art XR

John is demonstrating the Capehart Orchestrope juke 
box

The Ampico needed a little persuasion from John but 
played well

Chickering Ampico B

Devon Pierce plays some jazz tunes on the Steinway

John and Pamela enjoy a lovely view from their home
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Part of John’s record collection

AMICA convention attendees from the Pacific Can-Am Chapter gathered for dinner while in 
San Mateo, September 2022
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Heart of America Chapter
Reporter: Dan Davis
President: Bob Stout

In early December the Kansas City Heart of America AMICA chapter met at the home of 
Doug and Barbara Cusick for our annual Christmas Party. We enjoyed a catered lunch 

followed by much visiting and catching up with friends after being isolated during the 
pandemic. Many attendees later tried their hand at the MIDI connected accordions. Doug 
then led a detailed tour of his many instruments, both large and small. His explanations 
and histories of his collections were tops. Later we enjoyed the traditional gift exchange 
and delicious desserts.

Many thanks to Doug for helping provide additional descriptions and captions for these 
photos.  The Kansas City Heart of America Chapter is looking forward to a full 2023 of 
meetings and fun. 

Doug Cusick conducting the tour of his collections

1927 Mortier with MIDI, 84-key café organ.  350 pipes.  
Restored by Johnny Verbeeck

1890 Ignaz Bruder 52-key – eight stops

Our hosts:  Doug and Barbara Cusick
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Doug Cusick and Gerold Koehler

Enjoying the MIDI accordions

Mills Violano Virtuoso with MIDI.  Restored 
by Terry Haughawout

Circa 2000 Verbeeck Princess 450-key; 110 pipes

Hupfeld Phonoliszt Violina.  Restored by Dave Ramey
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Sweet tooter.  1924 Wurlitzer 153 band organ with 
lights and bells

Greg Moffitt, H. C. Beckman, Sandy Schoeppner, and 
Joan Burre

Limonaire Orchestrione Model 261 Reginaphone Lionshead 
Model 240  Circa 1913

Circa 1880-1890 Swiss Station music 
box with dancing figurines

Food and conversation Aftermath of a wonderful desert buffet
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FOUNDING 
CHAPTER 
REPORTS
President:  John Ulrich

July Meeting -  Reporter:  Russ Kriegel 

Our Summer meeting was held at the South San 
Jose home of Lyle Merithew and Sandy Swirsky, 

on the afternoon of July 17th. A sizeable group of 
AMICAns arrived to help with preparations for the 
annual convention. While folks worked together to 
prepare table favors, and to deliberate the fine de-
tails of house tours, workshops and banquets, we 
were entertained with music from the extraordi-
nary collection of instruments to be found at this 
residence.

Lyle and Sandy’s collection includes an Ampico 
Knabe grand piano, a Banjorchestra, a Western 
Electric Mascot keyboardless piano, 2 vintage 
jukeboxes, a Nelson-Wiggen keyboardless orches-
trion, an impressive Seeburg G orchestrion, and 
their spectacular Hupfeld PhonoLiszt automated 
violin player. Meanwhile a nice variety of potluck 
offerings kept everyone well-fed.

Although there was no official chapter business 
meeting this time, it was a wonderful opportunity 
for our members to catch up on the business of 
renewing friendships and simply spending the af-
ternoon in pleasant conversation.

October Meeting – Reporter:  Roy Powlan
Following the successful and entertaining 2022 
joint Convention of AMICA and MBSI, the regular 
October meeting of Founding Chapter gave many 
local members a relaxed opportunity to relive 
those exciting, but too few, days together. This 
meeting was held in the home of Roy K. Powlan 
and Tom Madsen in Orinda, a small, almost rural 
township set deep in the Berkeley hills. Although 
competing events drew a few regulars elsewhere, 
a fine turnout filled the place with lively discus-
sions, stories new and old while everyone enjoyed 
the generosity of potluck food and drinks.
 

From start to end, a nearly constant stream of pia-
no music flowed from the music room reproduced 
exclusively from paper rolls - no computer artifice 
here! Everyone looking found something of inter-
est in the library of 3000+ rolls. 

A special guest was Dr. Darius Kucinskas, a visit-
ing professor and Fulbright Scholar from Kaunas, 
Lithuania, studying at Stanford University and re-
searching ethnic player rolls in the United States 
(ie. Greek, Mexican, Hungarian, Jewish, etc.). His 
enthusiasm for the music and mechanics of the 
Knabe Ampico and the Steinway Duo-Art with its 
attached ten roll Concertola was delightful, and he 
readily appreciated the design differences of the 
two systems. His findings and conclusions should 
make for interesting reading. AMICA is truly inter-
national. 

Something extra special in the evening hours was 
a live performance by Jared DiBartolomeo, winner 
of this year’s Footsie Award for his foot impelled 
interpretation of the roll “Jim Jams” at the recent 
Convention. Here, however, he hand-played his 
roll performance of Similitude by composer Lee 
Sims, which has now been issued in both Ampico 
and Welte (licensee) coding by Meliora Music Rolls. 
It’s a beautiful composition artistically interpreted 
by Jared and will make a fine addition to any Am-
pico or Welte (licensee) roll library. 

The meeting wrapped up after 10:00 and had it not 
been Monday the next day, it certainly would have 
gone much longer. Next, onto the annual Founding 
Chapter Christmas party which will be held jointly 
with MBSI. We are so very fortunate that the San 
Francisco Bay Area offers such a wealth of music 
both live and mechanical for every taste and for 
everyone.

Members of AMICA and MBSI assemble table favors for the upcoming joint Convention



L to R: Darius Kucinskas, Lyle Merithew and Host Roy Powlan pose by 
Roy's rare Concertola automatic roll changer.

Our host Roy makes the next selection from his vast library of rolls

John Ulrich and Bob Gonzalez enjoy another tune played on Roy's 
magnificent Steinway Duo-Art

61      AMICA BULLETIN  MARCH/APRIL 2023



Chicago Area Chapter
Reporter:  Ken Walczak       
President:  Margaret Bisberg

On December 10th, the Sanfilippo Family and 
Sanfilippo Foundation hosted a holiday party 

for some hundred and fifty members and guests of 
Chicago Area AMICA, Lake Michigan MBSI, COAA 
and ATOS. The event attracted members from near 
and afar. 

Festivities began in the house at 2:30 PM. Docents 
played instruments throughout the collection. Jef-
frey Sanfilippo and Rusty Hernandez-Sanfilippo 
opened the Perfume Passage streetscape with its 
storefronts as well as the drugstore and its soda 
fountain. 

Several Illinois Railway Museum volunteers demon-
strated steam engines on the ground floor of the 
theater and answered questions. Those willing to 
climb the three flights of stairs visited five cham-
bers of the theater organ. 

At 5:00 PM, all assembled in the theater for wel-
comes by Jeffrey Sanfilippo and Greg Leifel, Di-
rector of the Sanfilippo Foundation. The concert 
began as the organ console rose from beneath 
the stage with renowned theater organist Jelani 
Eddington playing. Jelani’s holiday program includ-
ed a surprise showing of the silent film short Joy 
Land starring Lupino Lane. The recently restored 
film and accompanying film notes were provided 
by MBSI member, Tracy Tolzmann.

Festivities continued as the group moved on to the 
Carousel Pavilion for a social hour with wine and 
soft drinks. A sumptuous holiday dinner buffet fol-
lowed as dance organs played in the background. 
A street and fair organ concert began as the cus-
tard-filled holiday cakes were cut. At 9:00, the 
Eden Palais Salon Carousel with its 89-key Gavioli 
were fired up for all to ride. 

It was then time for the Battle of the Biggest: Wur-
litzer 180 and the 110-Key Gavioliphone. The eve-
ning ended with Stars and Stripes Forever on the 
Wurlitzer 180. It was a fitting conclusion for a won-
derful day of fun, food and music from one of the 
finest collections of restored mechanical musical 
instruments in the world.

Enjoying the concert from the balcony.

The Carousel Pavilion was filled with organ 
music.

Harriet Walczak with Jeffrey Sanfilippo in 
the Perfume Passage Drugstore.



Jeffrey Sanfilippo welcoming the guests.

Frank Nix with PianOrches-
tra 15 and  Popper Salon Or-
chestra #1 in the background.

Jelani Eddington introducing the silent film “Joy 
Land”.

Illinois Railway Museum Mechanic demonstrating 
steam engines as guests look on.

Social hour amidst organs and the Eden Palais Salon 
Carousel.
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